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ORIGIN NEA-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO AID-05 DHA-02 ORM-02 SCA-01 CIAE-00 

INR-07 NSAE-00 (ISO)R 

DRAFTED BY NEA/ARN:TJCAROLAN:PDW 
APPROVED BY NE A/ARN : ARD A Y 
AID/PH A/FDRC : GB EAUCH AMP (SUBS) 

NEA:EABINGTON 

080675 

P 191502Z NOV 75 

FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY BEIRUT PRIORITY 

UNCLAS STATE 273661 

E.O. 11652: N/A 

TAGS: SWEL, PINS, LE, US 

SUBJECT: AMERICAN MARONITE INTEREST IN PROVIDING 

HUMANITARIAN ASSISTANCE TO LEBANON 

1. PRIVATE LEBANESE- AMERICAN GROUP, NATIONAL APOSTOLATE OF 
MARONITES (NAM), HAS APPROACHED DEPT WITH REQUEST FOR 
ADVICE AND POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE TO FACILITATE THEIR EFFORTS 
TO ORGANIZE PRIVATE HUMANITARIAN RELIEF OPERATION FOR 
LEBANON. NAM PRESIDENT, DR. ELIAS T. SAADI, APPARENTLY 

HAS BLESSING OF MARONITE BISHOP ZAYEK (U.S. DIOCESE) FOR 
THESE EFFORTS, WHICH TO DATE INVOLVE COLLECTING CLOTHING, 
FOOD AND OTHER RELIEF SUPPLIES FOR SHIPMENT TO LEBANON. HE 
AND OTHER NAM ORGANIZERS APPEAR UNINFORMED AS TO ACTUAL 
LEBANESE NEEDS IN THIS REGARD, HOWEVER, AND WE HAVE UNDER- 
TAKEN TO PROVIDE UP-TO-DATE INFORMATION ON THIS SUBJECT. 

2. WOULD APPRECIATE EMBASSY'S JUDGMENT RE LEBANON'S 
CURRENT RELIEF NEEDS, AS WELL AS YOUR ASSESSMENT OF SUPPLY 
CATEGORIES (E.G., CLOTHING, MONEY, MORE MEDICINES, ETC.) 

ON WHICH NAM COULD MOST USEFULLY CONCENTRATE ITS EFFORTS. 
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NOVEMBER 21). IN RELAYING SUCH ADVICE TO NAM. WE PLAN 
TO PUT THEM IN TOUCH WITH AID DISASTER RELIEF OFFICIALS 
FOR FURTHER ADVICE AS TO METHODS OF PURCHASE, COLLECTION 

AND SHIPMENT. WE HAVE MADE CLEAR TO NAM OFFICIALS THAT 
USG IS IN NO RPT NO POSITION TO ASSUME TRANSPORTATION 
COSTS, WHICH WOULD HAVE TO BE BORNE BY NAM. THEY 
APPARENTLY ARE NOT LOOKING TO US FOR ASSISTANCE IN 
DISTRIBUTION, FOR WHICH THEY INTEND TO RELY ON MARONITE 
INSTITUTIONS IN LEBANON. KISSINGER 
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